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NOW that wo are fairly well Into lta

first month It may as well be admittedthat this new year is bound
to bring: a heap of trouble along with It. For
instance, what with the way the world is

behaving, you're just as apt to go color
blind as not. Russia is red, England is alenenUlMon/1 tViA TTnl t A/1
cau/ jjui j;io til mo t,aco unu v*>v

States is turning blue.

A discussion of the outlook for the year
at the Innocent Bystanders Club brought
out the fact that all the members believe
that money may be tighter during 1921. but
hat skirts can't be.

*

It also was agreed that a frightful loss of
life will be witnessed among women who
became 29 years old last year. Not a one of
them will have a birthday during 1921.

Merchants dealing in frankfurters will go,
as usual, to the dogs.

* *

Mid pleasures and palaces, though Babe
Ruth may roam, it's a cinch he will warble
"There's no place like home!"

Even if they print the blue laws on litmus
paper they'll never bo read.

About the only thing you'll be able to buy
for a nickel this year Is a bag of peanuts to
feed to the other squirrels.

'

That poet D'Annunzlo thought he wrote
one grand sweet song at Flume.until he
looked at the meter.

* *

The domestic outlook would be brighter if
they could only work out some way to make
babies pay as they enter.

«

Ton can safely say that there won't be
<One born this year who won't cry for a

(Change.
*

Well, why shouldn't Mr. Harding put a

woman In his Cabinet? Bluebeard put a

dozen in his.

When the Pilgrim* landed on Plymouth
Rock It was wet; but they landed on It awfulhard.

The almanacs say the summer will be
dry.mostly.

»

Any one who sees the sea serpent this
jyear will be pinched by the revenooers.

wr.lt dllllnw 4. ova
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Income tax report.it's great training tor
fishermen.

* *

Anyway, they can't tax a smile.
t
If feat girl on the next Nock doesnl got

married this year she's going to wote for
sorlaJlem

Walter Jings says he*h seen a lot of geese
going South this January and knows some

of 'em personally.
There's no use talking about prosperity

fill you get your shoes half soled.

When nil's said and done, the woman
who washes her own dishes ain't a BolshevikJust because her knuckles are red.

If they only And out some way to keep
th* heater pipes from knockln' th" rest of
us can do our share.

Itls a curious thing, hut Wilbur Putterb&ugh,out east o' town, says he'll he too
busy raisin' corn this year t* attend any of
th* meeting's t* discuss the League of
Nations.

What the country needs mostly Is a

scheme to make sopranos gargle secretly.
*

There seems to bo no hope for an old
fashioned mother t' Interest her daughter in

ispuare (lances this year.

("hir genial chief of police. Hen Miller,
wishes t' announce that th' comln' months

I Will Rliora !l F|JiPiinia opiiurminijr i iiinijr

of our prominent burglars t' do their Rasteee
shoppin' early.

" #

The pennant in the l>ague of Nation* will
go to the team that playa all Its games on
its home grounds.

O much for tha ontlook for the year.
All would hare been merry as a conventionof ex-bortenders had It not

been for the experience related to the InnocentBystanders Club by James McCann.

Gay Paris
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which these makes appeal has considerably
reduced its budget, and as a result there is
much Idleness In a large section of the automobileindustry, which belles the air of generalprosperity conveyed by the success of
h few large Arms In the production of high
priced vehicles.

On* District in Paris

! Retains Its Old Time Charms
But there I* one district of Psrls which

it-mains unchanged and an attractive to
Americans as over.the do luxe quarters of
the Rue do la Pslx and the boulevards near
the Opera. Here the Jewelry and fashions
establishments profess to hare recovered a
large share of their prewar clientele, ami
although prices have more than quadrupled,
there seems to be a constant and wild orgy
of buying In theer regions, with rleh limousineslining the sidewalks throughout the
afternoon while their owners order, regardlessof price, the chains of pearls and
queenly robes which have made these districtsfamous for more than a century. The
dealers themselves complain that their profItsare terribly reduced by the lncreaeed
taxes on de luxe sales, but they never seem
-o leek tho fund" necessary to stock their
shelves and windows with the costliest
creations.

Socialist newspapers of the wilder typo
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Bystande
ember Proves to Be the
Who Fell a Victim
md Is Glad
\MUEL M'COY.

Mr. McCann is the largest. and also the
most timid, member of the club.and it la
a club made up of timid men. He hasnt
even enough nerve to protest when his
wife tells him to wear the necktie his Aunt
Edle made for him out of an old blouse.
Mr. McCann said (timidly clearing his

throat) that he h&d had a remarkable experiencethe night before. It was this:
He had been obliged to work at the office

until a late hour that night. His wobk
progressed very slowly, because he could not
keep his mind on it. And he could not keep
his mind on it for the very good reason
that his mind was roosting on a very definitething.this being a boil. It occupied
almost ail of the back of his neck and seveneighthsof his tottering intellect.
This uninvited little playmate had been
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t'attend any of th' meetin's t' disci

his guest for the precsding three days. He
thought of little else, and strove eagerly, In
a thousand little ways, to keep it contented
and quiet. Mr. McCann nursed it more tenderlythan a dying match. By a series of
careful experiments he had at last discovered
the,precise angle at which to thrust his neck
forward so as to keep the thing from being
assaulted by his collar, and for three days
he had gone about with the awkward pose
of an unhappy hen peering through a picket
fence. A pained and apprehensive expressionhad glued itself to his face, so that he
habitually wore the look of a man who
thinks he may have sat down in a platter of
ice cream at a tea party, but is afraid to
verify the rumor.

What he dreaded more than anything else
in the world was to have the thing lanced.
He knew it was ready, but that he was not.
The very thought sent cold shivers through
him, and he admitted this. The necessity
worried him so that he actually tried 1.0
deceive himself. He told himself that if It
had been simply a toothache he would have
gone to the dentist and had it out withoMt
a moment's hesitation. This was an untruth;but it goes to show Mr. McCann's
state of mind.
More than that, he hated to spend the

money. The job would cost him at least 13.
and he told himself that he couldn't affoid
if Thrno ilnllnrc u*na Inn miifh Pvenrfklm>*

cost no much that a man had no money at
all left for luxuries like bolls. Three dollars!Well, it was awful, but he would have
to spend It, and spend,It pretty quick, too.
He would go to the doctor the next day and
have both operations over with.
At 11 o'clock Mr. McCann Anally closed

his desk and started home. He Rot outdoors
and discovered that a cold drizzle of sleet
was falling:. One of his shoes was worn
through the sole, and he Immediately got
that foot wet. He had three blocks to walk
to get to a street car, and between, being

Decides to
have howled against this increasing expenditureby the richer classes, but It goes merrilyon. i

Early in December a diamond displayed
for a few hours In a Rue de la Palx window
at 240,000 francs was sold l>efore nightfall to
a French munition millionaire, who is said
to have presented it to his mistress on the
celebration of ten years of semi-connubial
bllsa. While little is said of this traditional
i'roncn matrimonial <l>ii>U<-itv nowadays, It
apparently la not diminishing in the classes
which are able to stand the expense of maintainingtwo households, much to the dismay
of the moralists who would make Paris a
sort of stepping stone to the golden streets
of the real Paradise,

Naturally much of the buying In the de
luxe quarter Is done by representatives of
New York and other foreign merchants.
but not all of It, by any means. One milliner
not far from the Place de 1'Opera admits
that her sales during 1A20 were three times
as large as in IMS, while illustrious firms
like Paqviln. Worth, the Madeleines. Molyneux,ftc., admit their season has been exceptionally.satisfactory, despite the high
prices which were necessitated by exchange
fluctuations and the uncertain state of the
French textile Industry.
Hotels? Yes, Paris has plenty of them,

now thae the Government offices have been
consolidated In more suitable quarters, but
the housing shortage in Paris has had tlk
effect of forcing thousands of young couples
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be too busy raisin' corn this ye.issthe League of Nations."

tired out with working so lata, the stead
painful presence back of his ear, his leak
shoe and the necessity of limping thr<
blocks through the slush, Mr. McCann wou
have sold his interest In the universe for
lead nlckeL

Suddenly s new alarm smote him, as 1
plodded along through the darkness ar
rain. There bad been several hold-ups <

late in the town. Mr. McCaxin recollect*
with an awful sinking feeling that he h.i
drawn his week's salary, amounting to a
of $19.50 in cash, that very day, and thi
it now reposed In his right hand trousei
pocket. What if they took it away froi
him? He burst into a cold sweat at the ver
thought. He was sure he saw dark flgur*
skulking in every doorway. Well, there wr
one thing certain, and that was that h
money had no business In the pocket whei
it now was. Hastily he shifted It, thrustin
the bills deep Into a secret pocket under h
belt. The half dollar he allowed to sta
where It was. "If they go through my pocl<
ets," he told himself, craftily, "they'll fin
that and think It's all I've got. Let 'ei
have it!"

Painfully, with hi» stiff neck thrust 01
at its accustomed angle, Mr. McCarm war
on through the dark, his heart beating louc
ly. One block, and no bandits. Two block;
and still safe. Thr

But Just at that moment two blobs c
darkness moved from the dark alleywa
ahead and stood in front of him. Mr. Mc
Cann's hands went up unanimously. H
tried to say, "Hello, boys," In a carelesi
friendly way, but his roles bad disappeared
They apparently did not notice the matfei
They worked fast. One of them wen
through Mr. McCann's pockets with th
swiftness of long practice.
The 50 cent piece was found, but, to Mi

McCann's intense relief, the rest of hit
treasure was overlooksd. A hoarse vole

Live a Be
tc start a French form of light housekeeplni
in one or two roomed apartments in th<
cheaper private hotels, rather than pay l.OOt
francs a month for a small furnished fiat.
But the American visitor usually prrfrrithe well known establishments of the centra

district, near the shops and theatres and
close enough to an American bar to mak<

Queer Lawsuits
AI FEW years ago a wounded Italian offi

csr brought suit to obtain a declsior
as to the rightful ownership of i

ullet extracted from his body. Hoth doctoi
tnd nurse claimed It, but the officer contendedthat It was legally his.
The Judge gave his decision In favor of th«

jfficer. He found that, the projectile, onct
llscharged from the gun, ceased to bclnni
X/th to the man who fired It and to the
:ountry that entrusted It to him. The officerdiscovered it In his body. The surgeon
insisted by the nurse, merely brought ttu
>roJectlle to light. Hence the officer wai
mtltled to keep It.
When a French abbe left one village t«

nke up work in another the Mayor and the
dtlsens of the town he was leaving lighted
t bonfire '.n the road to speed, the departing
>ne, and In other ways showed that they
vers overjoyed to see ths last of him. Ths

_________________
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I "If the girl on the next block d<
' going to vote for Socialism."
it
c demanded If that was all he had. Mr. Mc- 1

Cann's parched throat was unable to frame t
\ to much as a whisper in reply. ' He stood, *
s with his hands still uplifted, his neck thrust t
e. forward, and even in this critical moment

tter Life, bu
X life Interesting. He will find these hotels ?
i rhnnged little during the war. There is I
) always the same courteous reception and t

service, proSwibly a little more system In the a
» control of details making for the comfort of 1
I client*^ but there Is also a very substantial l
1 difference in prices. I1
s So far the American plan has not yet a

i ; r

in Various Lands
^ ^ 0

sbbo inoufni mmseir insulted urn! brought t
i an action for damages, but an ha was unable
k to nhow any tha cue waa dismissed. f;

A very gtout man who bought a third-clans ar ticket at an English railway found that he x
' could not enter the narrow doorway of a a

third-class compartment. Accordingly, he a
, went Into a first-class compartment, the li
i doors of which were wider, and refused to r

pay the excess fsre. The railway wtnpnny v
1 sued him for the balance, and the man had
i to pay both that and the coats, for the

*

court decided that this rould not have been
, Ma first offence, and that, knowing that he
> could not squoese through the door of a thtrdiclass compartment, he ought to have pur- h

chased a first class ticket. d
> After telling a barber to trim his heard, o
> an American fell asleep In the Chair. Hs o

wolte tip clean shaved. His beard, twelve c
r Inches In length, of which he wae very a

proud, was gone. He sued the barber for r
t |1,000 and received flOO. t

____________
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im Blue ^
crs Club brought out the fact that

1
acsn't get married this year she's

tc was chiefly hoping that his collar wnnMn'f.
ouch that boll again. His assailants looked
it him In disgust, and his* attitude seemed
o destroy tMHr last shred of pntlenco.
"Aw, leave him have It!" sold one.

it Not a St
rained much headway In Paris, although It,
o being experimented with In two new
lotels with Canadian and American manners.In most hoatelrles, however, the vlslormust pick his accommodation to suit his
urse, and will find that rooms for which
i« was wont to pay 10 or 15 francs a day
ire now unobtainable for less than 46 or 60
rancs, while comfortable suites (with bathoomsattached.the rarest of French laxities)range from 125 to 350 francs a day.
ccordlng to the amount of Paris sunshine
r Seine fog which finds Its way through
he shuttered windows.
rvmtivt v.. K.» i. -i. _

ay, and this average visitor merely pay*
nd forgets to complain, which Is another
arlatlon from the epoch when no visit to
Paris hotel was believed to have reached
satisfactory climax without roundly abusngthe hotel staff In broken French for

enl and Imaginary delinquencies tn the mt«
ice offered.
few System Eliminates Marry

Inconveniences of Ocean Travel
Incidentally Amerlcsn travel agencies
are Inaugurated special hotel departments
luring the last year, with representatives
n both sides of the Atlantic, so that much
f the disagreeable task of seeking meommodatlonhas been eliminated. The vnytrermerely buys his ticket, to Europe at a
sponsible asrency In New Tork, and In a
ew days he is notified that room- In a

I
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11 th« members believe that money
i
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This is the lasf that Mr. McCann remembers.But when he came back to consciousnessan hour later and got himself together
and reviewed the evidence and Joyfully
found that his $19 wan still safe in the In-*
.-dde pocket and that the birds,were singing
he also found that he was ahead of the
came by Just $2.50. He wouldn't have to
pay the doctor a nickel.
The blackjack had landed Juat In the right

spot.
m He says now that It doesn't need any
courage at all to get rid of a boil, and that
there Is a lot of nonsense talked about the
depravity of holdup men. They really are,
says Mr. McCann, public benefactors.

One tries hard to cultivate a Cheery outlookfor the new year, 'but it is hard to he-
neve xiinT narvey v*. Mapie Will ewer do
anything except pull toward himself whereverhe tries to go out of a door plainly
labelled "PUSH."

Birds and Sweets
THE experiments of an amateur naturalistIn feeding ruby throated hummingbirds from bottles of sugar

syrup placed inside artificial flower*
throw an Interesting light on the memory
of these tiny birds. Tho xp'eriments covered
a period of at least seven years; the original
ailm of the feeding was to attract the hummingbirds to the yard in the hope that they
might remain to nest there. The little
bottles of syrup were placed in artificial
flowers that were made of white oilcloth
had their edges stiffened with wire and wen
painted to resemble nasturtiums and tig' ^

lilies.
The first summer only n single bird found

the bottled sweets. The next summer two
ratne and the third summer as many as
seven birds were present nt one lime; the>
were Invariably females. A bird consum !
about a tenspoonful of sugar In a day. Severalfacts point to the conclusion that bird"
of former years'returned to l»e fed. Thus *

humming bird was seen thrusting its bill
into the bottle on Its first observed visit.
On another occasion a newly arrived bird
buzzed about the observer's head, as no
other Urdu do except those that have had
experience of tlic feeding. Two marvellously
long Journeys, says the ooserver, of from
1.000 to 2,000 miles each had this small sprite
taken sine# she had drunk from the bottles;
yet she had not forgotten them, nor the one
that fed her. She was rjulte prone to remind
the naturalist when the bottles were empty
by flying about his head whenever she
chanced to find him, whather in the yard nt
in the street

>mbre One
pertain hotel have been reserved for hint
from a certain date.
The agency's porters meet him.or heronhis arrival In Paris, convey Itsggage

safely through the customs Inspection and
effect deliveries, except on rare occasions:
within five or six hours after the arrival of
the "boat train," What a change from the
days of lost trunks, interminable dehate«
with uniformed and non-uniformed customs
burglars and hours spent in taxiing from
one hotel to another In a vain search for »
moderately comfortable rooms.

/.II tjilngrf considered. Paris Is not lacking
In Its interest to Americans If they are on1>
willing to remember that the French nation
suffered and gave its heat to the world for
nearly five years. The change In Individual
and group mentality Is only the logical out
com* or the tremendous upheaval of th«
world's social and economic affair*. Hu<
peoples are bound by affections unaltered
by euch catastrophes, and the transcendent
Impression, from the viewpoint of those who
have looked below the surface of Parle life
la that Paris, with all her faults and with
nil her promises of reform, has a sincere
hearty and gracious welcome waiting for all
who enter her borders, whether 1t he for
pleasure or business, and to those who come
on the sadder mission of viewing the rest
lng place of one who. tinder the Stars and
Stripes, fought for the French tricolor, then
Is always ready a sympathy of understand
ln» and n surety of conscience that will
bridge all misunderstanding*.


